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VLSI sector faces

Our Bureau
Hyderabad, Sept. 27

Severe shortage of VLSI
(Very Large Scale Integra-
tion) engineers threatens to
deter multinational compa-
nies in semiconductor indus-
try to enter India.

“The country could gener-
ate 2-3,000 VLSI engineers in
the last 10 years, whereas the
country needs about 10,000
engineers,” said Mr Dasarad-
ha R Gude, Chairman of SoC-
tronics Technologies Private
Ltd. C

Addressing a press confer-
ence here on Tuesday, Mr J.A.
Chowdary, Chairman of Tal-
entSprint and former Manag-
ing Director of NVDIA India,
said that acute shortage had
| tesulted in high levels of attri-

tion. “Unless we do something
about this, MNCs working in
VLSI may shy away from in-
vesting in India. Within a
short span of time, Tndia could
made strides in this area. If we
do not act now to improve
quality in engineers, we may
be killing a golden goose,” he
felt. ;
Besides lack of knowledge
in this stream in engineering
colleges, costs involved to set
up facilities to teach students
in VLSI too became an imped-
iment. “It costs Rs 20 lakh to
buy software per computer. In
India, there is no industry
funding of colleges unlike in
the West,” Mr Dasaradha said.
Mr. Manohar Bommena,
Site Leader (Hyderabad) of
AMD, said that Hyderabad

acute shortage of engineers

Mr Dasaradha R.
Technologies, and Mr J.A. Chowdary, Chairman of

TalentSprint, at a press conference in Hyderabad., — PV.
Sivakumar A

Gude (right), Chairman of SoCtronics

emerged as a leading player bases. He, however, felt that it
with over 30-40 prominent needed a robust ecosystem
companies setting up their and industry-academia inter-

action to address the issue of
quality manpower.

INTERNATIONAL MEET

Prof, Subbarangaiah K, Direc-
tor of VEDA (VLSI Engineer-
ing and Design Automation),
said the industry would hold
25% internatjonal VLSI Design
and 11" Embedded Systems
conferences in Hyderabad
during January 7 to 11, in
Hyderabad.

The conferences would see
experts present and discuss
VLSI designs, EDA (Electron-
ic Design Automation), em-
bedded systems and enabling
technologies. !

It would also have acompe
tition for students where thei
project ideas would be eval
uated for prizes.
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5-day global
event on
VLSI in Jan.

By

Hyderabad: Notwith-
standing the agitation for
seperate statehood, the IT
fraternity in Hyderabad is
preparing for yet another
mega event, the Silver Ju-
bilee international confer-
ence on ‘VLSI Design and
Embedded Systems.’

The five-day international
event during January 7-
11,2012, over 2,000 IT pro-
fessional across the world
are expected to take part in
the conference, besides a
host of IT students and
teachers from IITs and uni-
versities. This is the third
time, Hyderabad is hosting
the international confer-
ence such a large scale.

Announcing the details;,
the conference convener
Dasaradha R Gude said,
the focus would be on Em-
bedded  Solutions for
Emerging Markets — con-
sumer, energy and automo-
tive.

“This is a premier global
level annual event that pro-

vides a platform for stu- |

dents, industry leaders and
design experts to discuss
the growth strategies in the
context of VLSI Design and
Embedded Systems both in
the region and globally,”
said Mr Gude. :

The conference will dis-
cuss various aspects of
VLSI design, Electronic De-

sign Automation, Embed- |

ded Systems and Enabling
Technologies.

For the first time, the con-
ference will conduct ‘stu-
dent project contest’, which
will help the students in
their career pathways and

to understand the techno- |
logical trends in the indus-

try...

“We will pick up top 10
projects, while first three
will be awarded prizes,”
Gude said. Besides the con-
ference will also offer fel-

lowship programme to |

support faculty and re-
searchers who are notin a
position to arrange for their
own fund to attend the con-
ference, he added.
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needs 20k engineers
to propel growth

BS REPORTER
Hyderabad, 27 September

THE Indian VLSI (very-large-
scale integration) industry re-
quires anywhere between
10,000 and 20,000 highly-
trained engineers to increase
the quality of work being
churned out, according to
Dasaradha R Gude, managing
director of AMD India.
“At present,

 there are only The Indian VLSI

. 2,000-3,000 VLSI industry, which has
engineers, which ahout 40 players

ncluding global

need to be more j

ductor design industry, com-
prising VLSI design, embed-
ded software development and
hardware, during 2010 had a
workforce of 160,000. The in-
dustry is estimated to grow
from $7.5 billion in 2010 to
$10.2 billion by 2012, prima-
rily on the back of increased
sales in the electronics and
telecommunications sectors.

Addressing the mediaata
curtain-raiser meet
on the 25th inter-
national confer-
ence on VLSI de-

. than doubled or . be held herer from
- tripled, in India. names IIRF '.QMD' Januvary 7-11,
We are in talks Xiinx, Nvidiaand 5012 silverjubilee
with various edu- Microsemi, at special chair JA
cational institu- present employs Chowdary said the
tions, recom- close to 3,000 conference, which
mending them to with the will\l}a;:‘; sﬁssions
start basic cours- ore : on esign
es and groom in- attrition rate being and embedded

dustry-ready tal- 30-40 per cent

ent, so as to make
India an economi-
cally-viable location for MNCs
to come in and start operations
here,” he said on Tuesday.
: The Indian VLSI industry,
which has about 40 players in-
cluding global names like
AMD, Xilinx, Nvidia and Mi-
crosemi, at present employs
close to 3,000 people, with the
attrition rate being 30-40 per
cent.
The domestic semicon-

systems, was ex-
pected to attract
- 5,000 participants.
“One of the key features of
this conference is the ‘Student
project contest’,in which over
1,000 students are expected to
participate. Besides, the con-
ference will offer 200 fellow-
ships (% 20,000 each) to sup-
port faculty and researchers
who are not in a position to
arrange for their own fundsto
attend the conference,” he
added. ]
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